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To the T'wo. Maſt Honourable Houſes, The Lords and Conimons in Parliament 
Aſſembled, An Humble Repreſentation of the Sad and Diſtreſſed Caſe of many 

| Thouſands of Their Moſt Gratious Majeſties Loyal Seamen, or their Widows, 

Aged Parents, or other Friends or Relations , and an Humble Supflication in 

| behalf of. all the, ſaid Diſtreſſed, and all other the Seanien of England and 

Scotland, i | 


"= 


: ſkies, anc Seſenog of ſe Nations : But in their ſaid Service 
t thajr Lives by the Sword or Sickneſs : And 
vo Years laſt paſt, at pay of the Fleet in the 
mn in Perſan on Board their ſeveral Ships, ſo that 
AgAINt-tne Frexch, under the Valiant and Loyal Com- 
nd;all thoſe. who-are diſcharged, Dead, or Sick, or Lame, 

a Ship to.Ship, and could not appear' on Board in 

theis, Wives, Widows, Aged Parents, or other 

& tor Mg'Ships to be Re-calPd for Payment, and 
fied 'Widg\s and others, there was a Liſt pur up in 
66 Ships to þ id ; Bur after the waiting of Thouſands 
qaat pnth, there was not one quarter part of the 
lathere was. T ps or Fifteen ped 
Booksmagy appear. 'And to add to the Miſery of 

y: ands, om Ie like to be made up GB 
ble Þ ti ATC Her Moſt Gratious Majeſty in Coun- 
ſaid Diſtreſſed, tby the paying them their Wa- 
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Froadftreet of neav.'I wo Hundred Ships, znd about” Thirty Thoufand - be. 1 


paid, as by the Lift at the Navy Office, and the Books of the ſeveral Ships will ap- 
pear, it wy Lay up in September laſt, and not one quarter of the ſaid Diſtreſſed 
paid ro this Day, whereby many diſtreſſed Widows and Families are under very 
fore Affiition, as by theſe particulars following may appear : | | 
Firſt, There are many Ships that have above Four Years Pay due already, and 
Six dead or Diſcharged to, an that came home, and were paid, thoſe Ships are put 
up, ſome after a Hundred, and ſome after a Hundred and Sixty Ships, ſo that if 
there be but Forty or Fifty Ships paid in a Year, it will be above Two Years more 
before the ſaid Diſtreſſed Widows and others will be. paid for that Money that was 
Earned above Four Years paſt, as by the Liſt a Copy of which ready to be preſen- 
ted may. appear more at large.” Ko EE lb be 
Secondly, Some Ships are put up Twice or Thrice to be paid ſome Moneths one 
time, and ſome Moneths another time,” and at fo great a diſtance, that ſome is like 
to be paid one Year, and ſome another, which might have been paid altogether, 
and heen a great Eaſe to the Honourable Commiſſioners and Pay-Maſters, and Re+ 
lieved the {ad Afited and Diſtreſſed from waiting Year after Year as they have 
done already, many of them.., — | A | 
Thirdly, Many of theſe Diſtreſſed Families live in the North and Weſt of Eng- 
laz1,.apd many Widows in. Scotland, It may prove a more Miſerable Charge or 
Loſs to ſome to wait for their Pay at ſuch an Uncertainty, than to loofe it quite. _ 
- Foarthly, Many-Seamen being turned over irito Two or Three Ships, and have 
Pay due in every one of them ; and they being many times ſent our to Sea, and they 
cannot appear in their Ferſons ſometimes at the Pay of the Fleet, whereby many ot 
em ha E neither M ney to buy their Families Bread, or themſelves Clothes for 
Their. Majeſfies Service without Credit. . PI 1219p Lo 
Fiftrhly, And indeed ſeveral of the ſaid Seamen , or their Diftreſſed Families ha- 
ving nothing but he to live upon year after year, and ſome that have truited 
them. for Rent, Clothes, Victuals, and fer Necelares 3 theſe nor being paid, are 
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ſome of them almoſt Ruin'd alſo, and others that have to incourage Their Majeſties 
Service. and Their Seamen taken the Pay of ſome of the ſaid Seamen at. the full Va- 
lue, and others given them within Three or Four Shillings in the Pound ready Mo- 
ney for the ſame, and neither they nor the Seamen, neither the Tradeſmen andothers 
being paid, the Seamen and their Families are-now brought into ſogrear diſtreſs for 
the want of Money or Credit as formerly they had. | " 

Sixthly, That the Seamen or their Wives are forced to go from place ta place to 
any Extortioner that will buy their Tickers, and pay at Ten Skillings in the Pound 
loſs, as ſeveral have done, and fometimes more than half loſs. 

Seventhly, And the ſaid Seamen are forced to give Bond to thoſe that buy the ſame 
at half loſs, that if Their Majeſties do not pay it in a prefixed time, then the ſaid 
Seamen muſt make it ror. pRareny the _—_— uy of them in Bonds for 
time to come, to the great dilcouragement © eir Majeſties Seamep ; .man 
of them have this laſt Year deſerted Their Majeſttes Service as by the Fn Ships 
Books will appear. | £ ; | 

Eighthly, The Seamen or their Families muſt live on Credit , or be Relieved by 
Charity, until they are paid ; or if not, ſome of their Famili. s muſt periſh. And if” 
that Sickneſs or Death of Seamen, or the being turned over from Ship to Ship ſhould 
hinder the being paid : Or if the Extortioners be ſuffered to buy gheir Pay at half 
loſs, that they cannot pay their Debts, it cannot then be ſafe, for Landlords, Tradeſ- 
men, or Chandlers to truſt to Seamen for time to come. 

Ninthly, But it may be preſumed by all good Men, that neither Their Moſt Ex- 
cellent and Gratious Majeſties, neither the Juſt, Honourable and Loyal Exgliſh No. 
bility, and ws. 4 and Gentry being now Aſſembled in Parliament, have ever been 
rightly informed of the diſtreſſed Cale of the ſaid deplorable Seamen or their Fami- 
lies, and there is not any Cayſe to doubt, but on an Humble Information of the 
Caſc aforeſaid, they will be more ready abundantly to Relieve the fame, than any 
can be to inform them of the ſadneſs of the Caſe, which cannot be expreſſed in a few 
words. | WE 

Tenthly, And if the Honoutable Houſe of Commons, who have Voted ſo Loyally 
and Heartily, as Faithful to Their Majefties and theſe Nations for Money for the 
Seamen,would Approprine zur or Five-Fhouſand Pound theWeek to be conſtantly 
paid for the Rehiet of the Diſtfeſſed, they Might be all paid by'Michaelmas next, and 
in that time it may be oy 1g there will be Fifteen Thouſand more to pay ar 
Broad-ſtreet : Tf as 1t may be ſuppoſed that Time and Money will not admit of 
paying any this Spring at the Nore or Portſmouth, becauſe of ſending out the Fleer 
Early, and if ſo there having been Twoor Three Thouſand dead in the Weſt- 1ndis 
Fleet this Year, and many Thouſands dead or diſcharged by Sickneſs or Lame- 
neſs, or otherwiſe, or turned over in the Grand Fleet, ſo that Their *Majeſties will 
have a continual uſe of Credit ; And your Honours now you are informed of the State 
of the Caſe, may order Relief, as your Honours ia great Wiſdom ſhall think fit ; 
And I would in behalf of Their Majeſties Seamen humbly intreat your Honours, 
TR: 

Firſt, Tt might be ſo ordered, That the Ships that have been unpaid above Four 
Years may be paid firſt, and ſo every Ship that hath Pay longeſt due might be 

aid next, | | 
F Secondly, And that a new Liſt —_— ut 41 of all the Ships unpaid in the Or- 
der aforeſaid for the Relief of the ſaid Diftreſſe : | | 

Thirdly, That there might be Publick Notice givenin the Gzete how many Ships 
are put up, - and when to begin the ſame, and ſo every Moneth to.give notice how 
far they have gone. | 

Fourthly, And by this means all the Seamens Widows in Erxg/and and Scotland 
might give a near gueſs when to expeCt their Money. 

Fifibly, And T would in behalf of the ſaid Widows intreat your Honours that thoſe 
Ships that have Money due at Twoor Three Payments, that is, that have been 
paid Three times on Board before they are cleared on the Shoar, may be put up to 
be paid all the Pay due in each Ship for the ſaid Three Diviſions to be paid- all at 
once ; and in ſo doing, you would fave the Miſerable Diftrefled from waiting Year 
after Year two or three times for One Sum of 55mg 4 | 

Sixzbly, Tf this Method were taken, it would be the way to put New Life into 
the Seamen, and if that it were once known, that ſo ſoon as Their Majeſties a” the 
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Two Honourable Houſes were informed of their Miſery, that they had Relief Or- 
der*d, and Publick Notice given in the Gazerre that they were all order'd to be paid 
in reaſonable time, it would be the way to incourage the Wives, and Parents, and 
Maſters of the Seamen in every Sea-Port-Town in England, to let their Husbands or 
Children, or Servants go freely into Their Majelties Service, as finding that it was 
only a Misfortune not inform*d of that cauſed ſo many Widows or Aged Parents to 
be unpaid, but that now come Lite, come Death, or come turning over from Ship 
to Ship, ſtill Their Majeſties Pay is the moſt fafe and certain Pay in Exg/axd, and 
none to be eſteemed of like Excell&hce for certainty. | | 
Seventhly, And I would humbly inform the Honourable Houſes, That if there 
werea Committee Appointed to hear the Grievances of the Seamen or their Families 
that might order Publick Notice at the Pay-Office and Navy-Office , and alſo in the 
Gazette, JT'hatif any Seamen have been either Cheated of their Tickets by any Clerks 
of their Ships, or have had their Pay Received wrongfully, or their Tickets Detain- 
ed wrongfully, or been Trick?t out of them for a ſmall Value, that in thoſe Caſes 


they ſhould be heard freely, and have Juſtice done them, it would perhaps bea great 


Relief to many, and alſo be incouragement to all the Seamens Families in Erg/and, 
for to ſerve Their Majeflies , as finding that they cannot be wronged, withour it be 
their own fault :- and if they will maniteſt their wrong, they ſhall have what Re- 
leif can be expected ; and in doing this, your Honours will alſo fave a great deal 
of Trouble to Their Majeſties Honourable Commiſſioners of the Navy , that they 
might not be interrupted with ſuch a multitude of Petitions now they are concerned 
in ſo much buſineſs ofa great Nature in other Aﬀairs of the Navy; 

Eighthly, 1 would in behalf of the ſaid Seamen humbly beg, That if it could be 
prevented, they might not be indeed ſimply Cowardly, or otherwiſe, Delivered up to 
the French, as the Jerſey, Diamond, or {ome other Ships have been ; and alſo that there 
might be care taken not to allow any Officer to hide or ſteal Powder enough ro blow 
them up, as the Exeter was, and if not, alſo the Breda ; and that there might not be 
ſo many Ships knockt on the head in good Weather, as the Wizdſor-Caſtle was, and 
ſeveral more, and ſome drown*d', whereby 1n all theſe Caſes the Seamen ſuffer loſs 
of Clothes, if not of Life and Liberty ; and perhaps Their Majeſties have loſt 30 
or 40 _— tothe Value of a Million of Money, and in fo littletime, as no Age 
can parallel, and except the Anze and the Portſmouth, and perhaps Ten or Twelve 
more, moſt of the reſt were made away ſo ſtrangely, without fair Valiant Fighting, 
as Brave Old Ezgliſþ Men uſed to do, that ſome of them have looked like Ships 
Murdered I do not know how ; And i your Honours would but inquire into it, 
perhaps I may give you moſt of the Ships Names fo loſt ; but perhaps it will be hard 
to find the reaſon how ſome were loſt : But if you ſhould ask me if jt were from 
Heaven or of Men, it may be I might with ſubmiſhon ſay, If it were from Men, 
then if they are found faulty they ſhould be puniſhed ; and if from Heaven, then 
Humiliation, Supplication and Reformation were the way to prevent it for time to 
come, and ſo it would be well if the Reverend the Biſhops would ſend a Sound Pious 
Miniſter of the Church of Exzg/end into ry a of War, to be a Man of Sobriety 
and good Converſation, and alſo a Man of Courage to Reprove every Vice he hath: 
opportunity conveniently to do, and to Rebuke and Exhort, and that he might read 
the Prayers of the Church twice every Day, and alſo Read Two Homihes every 


Sunday out of that moſt Excellent Book of Homilies, worth its weight in Gold, and 


worthy to be kept in every Exgiiſþ Mans Houſe, which was ſet forth in King Edward 
the Sixths dayes, and in (yen Eliz abeths, and Three Kings. Reigns ſince, and 
Eſtabliſhed by the Church of Exg/and in the Thirty Nine Articles, and therein the 

Seamen might hear that Swearing and Curſing, and other Enormities, are things 
that the Church abhors, and that Sobriety , Vertue , Repentance , and Ho- 
lyneſs are not Novelty nor Phanatical, but the real Fundamental Dottrine of the 
Church of England, and ſuch, as all that own the Church, ought to ſtand by, unleſs 
they pretend one thing, and do another ; And icdeed it is moſt dreadful to think, 


that any called Chriſtians ſhould Night and Day be Calling on God to Dama them, 


andthe Devilto Damnthem, as if they thought they could not have it time enough 


without ingaging God to ſend it, and the Devil to Execute it, and I ſuppoſe all the 
Hiſtories of the Heathens and Indians cannot parallel fuch abominable a Practice ; 
But to endeavour to Reform, this muſt be left to your Honours Great Wiſdom and 
Judgment; and I would intreat your Honours Pardon for my mehtioning __ 

ur 
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But however, as the Church taketh Care to pray dayly for a Bleſſing on the War, 
ſo if any thing could be prevented that called for a Curſe, it would be a great Mercy 
to theſe Nations: Andas there is and muſt be a Continual Neceſſity of Seamen in 
Peace and War, ſo long as the World indure, fo it were to be wiſhed , that there 
could be ſome wayes found out for their incouragement in the Service, and for the 
better Regulating their Converſation ; and they for thie moſt part not being uſed to 
take Care to lay up for their Families beforehand, it is a very great miſery as to 
their Families to be kept out of Money Four or Five Years; and if your Honours 
would conſider whether it be for their Majeſti®s Intereſt for Ships to ſtay. Abroad 
Three or Four Years, and Bury or Diſcharge Sick, or otherwiſe Six times as many 
as they bring home ; whereas if they went and came every Year as the Merchant- 
Ships do, they would Increaſe Seamen, and Incourage their Families alſo; and if 
there could be a Method found out that there might not any be ſuffered to Admini- 
ſer, as their Wives, who are not, or to Receive their Pay without a Lawful Power, 
it might peradventure ſave the-Seamen their Pay more ſecure, and fave a great deal 
of Trouble and Difficulty to Their Majeſties Commiſſioners in Payment, and alfo 
peradventure ſave ſome Thouſands of Pounds to Their Majeſties for time to come 
in ſome Nature, which perhaps Their Majeſties , and neither your Honours know 
not of; for it falls out ſometimes that there are many Dead or gone out of Ships, 
that none of their Friends knew where they were ; and I ſuppoſe Their . Majeſties 
deſerve. the Money before Strangers; And I wiſh there were alſo ſome way found out 
to incourage Seamen for Their Majcſties Service, to look out on the Top of the Maſt 
ſometimes for the French, that they that ſee them firſt, might have a Reward;, 
ſince it is ſo ſtrange a thing, that the Sea ſhould be fo full of French, a Merchant- 
Man can hardly go without Convoy, but he is taken; and yet that the Sea ſhould 
be ſo clear of French, that our Men of War can ſeldom ſce them ; I ſuppoſe the 
French have good Eyes, and as Cats, have liberty to run all over the Houſe ro Catch 
a Mouſe, and are not Chained up as Mafſtiffs that can hurt none, except they come 
in the length of their Chain : And it your Honours would ſend for ſome of the Sea- 
men to give an Account to ſome Committee what Incouragement they have when 
they do happen to take a Ship, whether they have any more than they can hide, or 
is not ior: taking from them ; And indeed, as Their Majeſties do Reward thoſe 
who looſe Lives and Limbs, {o it were to be wiſhed — hve had ſome more 
Incouragement alſo ; and it were tobe wiſhed that the Merchants would give ſome 
Incouragement to thoſe who do loſe their Lives in Their Service or their Limbs, and 
would not ſuffer them to Pay ſo much to Chirurgeons for their Cure ; neither that 


any of them ſhou'd be forced to go to Law for their Wages after they have gotten 


their Ships home clear from the Enemies, thar ſo they might be more encouraged 
alſo; and that if any Men were almoſt half ſtarved, at any time, either coming 
from the Indies, or otherwhere, they rmght be allowed, to their Pocket, the Value 
of what is pinched out of their Bellies. This Their Majeſties do for all Men of 
War, if there be occaſion, and it 1s pitty that the Merchant Ships do not ſo alſo. 
But I muſt moſt Humbly intreat Your Honours Gracious Pardon, and that the poor 
diſtreſſed may not ſuffer for the unworthineſs of my Requeſting their Caſe ; and 
may their Prayers, and the Bleflings of the ———_ FEHOV AH, the Bleſſed 
and Glorious T rizity in Unity, and Unity inTrinity, Reſt on the Heads and Hearts 
of Their Moſt Gratious Majeſties, and all your Honours, and theſe Nations, and 
on your Honours Humble Servant, and his Family to Command, | 


— Fane 19th. W/; liam Hodge S. 
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